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The Patent Office erroneously applied the restriction standard for applications filed under 

v.. 

35 USC 1 1 1 . However, this application is the national stage filing of a PCT application. A 
different standard applies. 

Because this application is a national stage filing pursuant to 35 U.S.C § 371, unity of 
invention under PCT Rule 13 A and 13.2 is the applicable standard. Unity of invention is 
fulfilled "when there is a technical relationship among those inventions involving one or more of 
the same or corresponding special technical feature. The expression "special technical feature" 
shall mean those technical features that define a contribution which each of the claimed 
inventions, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art." (PCT Rule 13.2). The common 
feature of all claims is that a hydrophobic polymer is blended with at least one polyisobutene 
which is modified by terminal polar groups. Such polymer blends of hydrophobic polymers are 
modifiable with hydrophobic materials, i.e., such polymer blends are dyeable, printable, able to 
be coated and able to be adhered to. 

Because of this common feature, the Patent Office can readily search and examine the 
claims of all four groups without undue burden. Although the claimed subject matter may be 
classified in different classes, the inventions share the same special technical feature that would 
be the basis for the search and examination. 

Reconsideration of the restriction requirement and consideration of all the claims is 
earnestly requested. 

Election of Species 

The Patent Office requires election of one of species i) through x) as recited in claim 16, 
Applicant elects iii) from claim 16, namely, where the functionalization of the polyisobutene is 
accomplished by reaction of said polyisobutene with an alkene having an electrophilically 
substituted double bond (an enophile) in an ene reaction. Claim 1 6 corresponds to the species 
identified above. This elected species is within the genus of the following claims of Group I: 
claims 14, 15, 16 and 18. 
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Applicant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 03-2775, under Order No. 13156-00007-US from which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw. 



Dated: May 8, 2008 



Respectfully submitted, 



Electronic signature: /Christine M. Hansen/ 
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